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Introduction 

1. I refer to the recent confirmation that submissions and further 

submissions relating to the rezoning of land within West Melton under 

the proposed Selwyn District Plan (PDP) will be heard by the 

Independent Hearings Panel across four days, beginning Monday 27 

February 2023 (PDP Hearing 30:6 – West Melton). 

2. Hughes Developments Limited (HDL) lodged a submission on the PDP 

in December 2020 seeking that land located at 163 Halkett Road 

and 1066 West Coast Road, West Melton (the Site) be rezoned from 

General Rural to General Residential.   

3. It requested – and still intends – to be heard in respect of that 

submission.  For the reasons set out below however, HDL requests 

that that hearing is deferred until April 2023. 

PC 74   

4. As set out in its submission on the PDP, the Site is also currently 

subject to Private Plan Change 74, being a request by HDL to rezone 

the Site under the Operative Selwyn District Plan from Rural Inner 

Plains to Living West Melton North (PC 74).    

5. That request was lodged in November 2020, with the expectation 

that the hearing would have been completed, and a decision 

issued, on that request well in advance of the PDP rezoning hearings.  

That timing would have afforded various advantages to both Selwyn 

District Council (the Council) and the PDP Independent Hearings 

Panel in the form of detailed expert evidence and legal submissions 

regarding the suitability of the Site for residential development that 

has been subject to review and testing through a hearings process.   

6. The processing of PC 74 has however encountered substantial 

delays, primarily resulting from the volume of work being undertaken 

by Selwyn District Council in recent months and apparent resourcing 

constraints which have impacted the appointment of a Council 

reporting officer.  Those delays have been acknowledged by the 

Council on multiple occasions. 



 

 

7. As a consequence, the hearing for PC 74 is set down for Monday 27 

March and Tuesday 28 March 2023, some four weeks after PDP 

Hearing 30:6 – West Melton is scheduled to commence.    

8. While it is acknowledged that PC 74 is concerned with a different 

planning document (being the operative Selwyn District Plan), many 

of the issues traversed in that proceeding will be directly relevant to 

the Independent Hearings Panel’s role in determining rezoning 

requests as part of Hearing 30:6 – West Melton.  Indeed, the 

evidence filed by HDL in support of its PDP submission for that 

Hearing (dated 4 August 2022) specifically references and relies on 

the assessments prepared for PC 74.1  The findings of these 

assessments and any responses to issues raised by submitters and the 

Council will be outlined in briefs of evidence at the PC 74 hearing.  

9. If, however, the hearing of HDL’s PDP submission progresses as 

scheduled, neither the Independent Hearings Panel nor the Council 

will receive the benefit of the testing and review that the proposed 

PC 74 hearing will provide.  That is an inefficient outcome, and will 

result in a significant level of unnecessary duplication for those 

involved in the rezoning of the Site, including HDL and the Council. 

Request 

10. For that reason, HDL requests that the hearing of its PDP submission in 

relation to the Site is deferred until after such time as the PC 74 

hearing is complete. 

 

 

 
 

Ian Gordon 

 

 

 

 
1  Statement of evidence of Mark Brown in support of DPR-0411 under the proposed Selwyn 

District Plan, dated 4 August 2022. 


